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The riveting memoirs of the outstanding moral and political leader of our time, Long Walk to

Freedom brilliantly re-creates the drama of the experiences that helped shape Nelson Mandela's

destiny. Emotive, compelling and uplifting, Nelson Mandela became the democratically elected, first

black president of the republic of South Africa on 27 April 1994. Long Walk to Freedom is the

exhilarating story of an epic life; a story of hardship, resilience and ultimate triumph told with the

clarity and eloquence of a born leader.'Burns with the luminosity of faith in the invincible nature of

human hope and dignity . . . Unforgettable' Andre Brink 'Enthralling . . . Mandela emulates the few

great political leaders such as Lincoln and Gandhi, who go beyond mere consensus and move out

ahead of their followers to break new ground' Donald Woods, Sunday Times
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I was required to read Long Walk to Freedom for a class in school. I had heard from students who

were previously required to read the book that it was too long, and very bad. I did not go into this

book with high expectations, which made Long Walk to Freedom a pleasant surprise. Written by

Nelson Mandela over the course of several years, beginning with a first draft written in prison (which

was lost to authorities), the book covers each stage of Nelson's life. Beginning with his early



childhood in an African tribe, through his education and career as one of the first black lawyers of

Africa, and eventually his decision to join the famed political party, the African National Congress,

where Nelson began his struggle for equal rights for his people. From there Nelson goes on to

describe his life fighting for the freedom of the native people of Africa. Harassed and `banned' by

the authorities for his actions, Mr. Mandela's struggle is not an easy one. He would be put on trial

three separate times for crimes stemming from his political views, his third trial landing him a life

sentence. But with Nelson's natural resiliency in bad situations, and nations all over the world calling

for his release, he did not fear spending the rest of his life in prison. His years spent in prison would

be long and hard, but he knew upon his release that the long walk to freedom would near an end.

The Autobiography of Nelson Mandela is written well, and its length is not of issue, especially when

taking into account how expansive the story of his life really is. The pacing of the story is actually

very well done, years are written away in a few pages without anything seeming to be missed.
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